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Status provides a snapshot of an English Learner’s (EL) proficiency in  each of the 

domains and composites (overall, reading, writing, speaking, listening, literacy, 
oral).  

- Leaders can use status results to inform placement and redesignation decisions, target supports, 
and compare performance across schools serving similar populations.  

- Status results should not be used to make evaluative conclusions, nor to infer successes or declines 
in performance over time. 

MGP Growth informs us of how an EL progressed in ACCESS Overall during the 

past year, as compared to peers with similar score histories. 
- MGPs provide growth data that leaders can use to compare performance across schools, the 

district, or the state. 
- Target setting is difficult with MGPs given the values are not directly tied to performance criteria or 

instructional strategies. 

Trajectory Growth gauges if an EL is on-track to acquiring the English 

language at the expected pace.  
- Leaders should rely on the ACCESS Trajectory results to review progress, and to identify 

instructional shifts needed. 
- Trajectory results are tailored to each student, as they take into consideration the unique path to 

proficiency each student is on. Target setting is clear and actionable as trajectory results can be 
used in conjunction with the WIDA Can-Do Descriptors to determine needed instructional support 
or interventions.  
 

         

Visual Representation of Expected Trajectory Path 

Types of ACCESS Data 

Language acquisition is a multi-year 
process that must be measured 

longitudinally; therefore, trajectory is the 
primary data point to use for drawing 

conclusions about a student, a school, or 
the district’s successes with ELs. 

A single piece of data is 
not enough to gauge 

your English Learners! 
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Proficiency Student language performance is described in terms of six proficiency levels. From lowest to highest 
performance, the levels are: entering, emerging, developing, expanding, bridging, and reaching.  

Proficiency Level Description of English Language Proficiency Levels 

1 – Entering Knows and uses minimal social language and minimal academic language with visual support. 

2 – Emerging Knows and uses some social English and general academic language with visual support. 

3 – Developing  Knows and uses social English and some specific academic language with visual support. 

4 – Expanding Knows and uses social English and some technical academic language. 

5 – Bridging Knows and uses social and academic language working with grade level material. 

6 – Reaching Knows and uses social and academic language at the highest level measured by this test. 
 

Domain The domains measured by the ACCESS Assessment are: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking. 

Composite The four composites calculated by the ACCESS Assessment are: Overall, Literacy, Oral, and 
Comprehension, based on the 4 domains:  
Overall = 35% Reading + 35% Writing + 15% Listening +15% Speaking 
Oral  = 50% Listening and 50% Speaking 
Literacy = 50% Reading + 50% Writing 
Comprehension = 70% Reading + 30% Listening 

Redesignation 
Trigger 

Redesignation of ELs: When ELs reach a “trigger” point; we review their English proficiency and academic 
achievement to determine if they are ready to be “redesignated” as English Proficient. Redesignation is 
the initial step to exiting a student from the ELA program. 
Current Trigger= ACCESS Overall ≥4 and ACCESS Literacy ≥4. 

MGP Median Growth Percentile: The MGP summarizes student growth rates by district, school, grade level, or 
other group of interest. The median is calculated by taking the individual student growth percentiles of all 
the students in the group being analyzed, ordering them from lowest to highest, and identifying the 
middle score, the median.  

AMAOs Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives: DPS receives Title III funding from the federal government 
for its English Learners. The state is required by the US Department of Education to review school districts 
that receive Title III funds each year to see if they meet three objectives for their English learners. AMAO  
is based on ACCESS AGPs, and measures the “percent of students making adequate progress in learning 
English” at each educational level, which are combined for a district rating. 

On-Track Rates 
& Target 
Proficiency 
Level 

Each student with at least 2 years of ACCESS has a Target Proficiency Level they are expected to have 
reached this year, given their unique starting proficiency (first ACCESS test in the district). Their target is 
based on the number of years it takes to move up an ACCESS proficiency level (see graphic on page 1). A 
student’s target for development could be a two year target if their starting proficiency was first 
measured in 2012-2013, or a one year target if their starting proficiency was first measured in 2013-
2014.  A student who has attained their target is “on-track”.  
 
Rates are summarized by district, school, grade level, or other group of interest.  Students who received 
“no scores” are not included in the on-track rate, as they do not have a trajectory calculation. 

Adjusted 2016 
ACCESS Scores 

To allow comparisons of a student’s performance from 2016 to 2017, WIDA also provided scores that 
convert 2017 standards into 2016 scores. As such, they were used to develop the 2017 ACCESS Trajectory, 
which is based on a normal amount of increase in language proficiency that a student should make from 
2016 (Adjusted scores) to 2017. Because the 2017 ACCESS data is the most up-to-date, 2017 scores should 
be used to inform instructional decisions. 

Key Definitions for Status (Proficiency), Growth (MGP) and Trajectory (% On-Track) 


